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THE CHALLENGE

Census of India 2011: Child sex ratio
drops to lowest since Independence
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AT THE STATE LEVEL

Treat abortion as murder:
Maharashtra govt to Centre

Surya Clinic’s license
is hanging by a thread \

W Staff Reporter A
LICENSE of Suray clinic which was can-
celled for ex abortions of women in the
city about ten days ago will not be renewed
by the district Health authorities, besides
the district Health authorities have decided
to take stern action against this clinic. The
Health Department is not in a mood to give
some relief to Surya Clinic in near future
and there are remote chances of allowing
this clinic to perform abortions

Dr Pankaj Shukla, Chief Medical &
Health Officer (CMHO) inar ing of the
senior doctors, took d ion of not renew-
ing license of Surya clinic. Such decision
was taken on the study
report of clinic’s doc-
uments that had
incomplete inform
tion about the Medical
Termination of
Pregnancy (MTP) in §
the proformas pr

ed by the Health
Department. -

A senior Government doctor said that
Surya clinic doctors did not properly main-
tain MTP record and they had failed to tell
the exact reasons of why doctors needed
abortions of women in such large numbers.
The clinic had more than 8000 abortions in

W 1t had performed an
excessive of 8000
abortions in a year
B Doctors referred
women for.abortions
from different districts,
at Surya clinic to be
issued notices by CMHO
>ar, record abortions in the city

The CMHO is
understood to have
decided  to  issue
notices to those doc-
tors who had referred
women to this Clinic
for abortions and if
they fail to give proper
reply, the recommen-
dations to cancel their

registration with State Medical Council
may be made
Another decision taken in the meeti
rding Surya clinic was to count the
birth of children aborted by the doctors.
(Contd on p
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THE BACKLASH

prachi Pinglay, Hindustan Times
Mumbai, July 06 2012
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IMPACT AT ALL LEVELS




WHAT IS OUR BIGGEST CHALLENGE?

Maintaining a conducive environment for abortion
access while addressing gender biased sex
selection

and ... holding on to what we have!




PRESERVING ACCESS TO SAFE ABORTION WHILE
ADDRESSING SEX SELECTION IN INDIA




THE MEETING

*  Representatives from 22 organizations

«  Consensus on
* Need for collective action
* Need for a loose network/ campaign
 Key areas for intervention identified

Ipas nominated by group to serve as secretariat




WHAT WE AGREED TO DO

e  Position abortion and sex selection as women’s issues

«  Gender equality and rights approach

«  Strategic priorities for the Campaign

Public messages on legal abortion and gender equality

Clarification of the Acts

Introduce MA for First Trimester in public health facilities

Expand allies among development partners



WHY CAMPAIGN

Targeted intervention with a defined goal
Fixed timeframe of 3 years
Not rigid and strictly structured like a consortium or network
Campaign
» Offers flexibility
* Flat structure
 No campaign chair
» Strength in numbers

 Secretariat not the sole representative of the members




NEXT STEPS

Finalizing the ToRs for the campaign and 4 working groups

Campaign branding

Launch strategy and launch date — possibly 28" May

Meeting to finalize the immediate next steps




CAMPAIGNERS




